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Checking the credentials of
Nepalese charities

My daughter wants to do voluntary work in Nepal.
Through the internet, she has found an
organisation called the Himalayan Volunteer
Program (RCDP-Nepal) which offers teaching
placements in schools and orphanages. Neither
the FCO nor the Nepalese Embassy are able to
offer any advice about its legitimacy. Can any
reader vouch for it?

Steve Berry

Monday September 2, 2002

More on ... - My daughter is reaching the end of a stint doing voluntary
work with RCDP-Nepal which, like your daughter, she found
Travel on the internet. The organisation has proved quite

Users'travel advice  trystworthy. Her initial placement was changed to avoid
areas of Maoist activity. Induction was good, with a language
course and introduction to local culture, plus sight seeing.

Search She's needed to use her own initiative to organise work

: opportunities when schools have been closed or children in
@ care returned to school, but that's not necessarily a bad
thing.

There's been a spot of inefficiency, as in slowness in passing
el s Re ] o0 mail: but we have been able to emall frequently and
4 phone occasionally.

Quite early on, Helen came to the conclusion that the money
she paid over to the charity was what actually helped people
) . in Nepal: the work was for herself. She had a split
In this section placement: half as the only 'outsider' in the area and half in
22 Jul lce-skating holidays  pokhara where there were other volunteers, four of whom

2006 oy
T —— are about to take off on the Annapurna circuit.

2006 Christmas
o She's enjoyed the challenges and seemed in high spirits
Jo sl Roman sites in LY2  pretty well throughout. If you both buy the Lonely Planet
guide you can follow her adventures from your armchair. We

1 Jul  Cuban weddin: .
2006 g bought one for Grandma too and she and her neighbours
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